Mayor’s Interfaith Council Meeting Minutes

Thursday, December 22, 2016
10:00 AM - 12 Noon
John A. Wilson Building
1350 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Mayor’s Ceremonial Office, Room 509

Present: Dr. Keith Byrd (Chair)
Dr. Sidney D. Fowler (Co-Chair)
Imam Johari Abdul-Malik, Commissioner
Rabbi Gerry Serotta, Commissioner
Rabbi Batya Steinlauf, Commissioner
Minister Darrell Smith-Bey, Commissioner
Minister Thomas Bowen (MORA Director)
Gail Kohn, Age-Friendly DC
Brenda Rhodes Miller, DC Campaign to Prevent Teenage Pregnancy
Tahani Jabarin, Dar Al-Hijrah Islamic Center

The meeting was called to order by Dr. Byrd and the invocation was offered by Dr. Fowler.

Director Bowen introduced the first presenter Gail Kohn with Age-Friendly DC Coordinator within the
Office of the Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services. Ms. Kohn gave an update on the City’s Age-
Friendly DC initiative. Ms. Kohn stated that aging begins at conception. She mentioned that there are
more people 50+ moving into the area and that there are many issues including walkability that the
aged are faced with. Ms. Kohn asked that MIC help with recruiting houses of worship to serve as places
where the aged could gather for discussions about their needs with trained facilitators and scribes. Age-
Friendly DC is trying to reach 1,000 people to ask about their needs. Those present said that they are
willing to help.

Brenda Rhodes Miller, Executive Director of the DC Campaign to Prevent Teen Pregnancy presented on
their campaign “Have Faith in Youth.” They are trying to recruit places of worship to open their doors for
one hour a week to offer 10 youth a place to gather with a trusted adult and to share a meal. The
conversation does not have to be about sex. Just spending time consistently with youth has proven to
be a form of prevention. The DC Campaign is willing to find money to pay for the meals. Ms. Miller’s
presentation was enthusiastically received.

Director Bowen shared that his office (MORA) is planning to have a technical assistance workshop for
the faith-based community in advance of the DC Department of Housing and Community Development’s
RFP. The tentative date is January 17, 2017. He shared that Serve DC would like for places of worship to



help with the recruitment of congregants to become members of the DC Volunteer Snow Team. Director
Bowen shared and idea for members of MIC to write a short meditation or reflection (250 words) from
their respective tradition that will be compiled and shared with Mayor Muriel Bowser as an
encouragement for the year to come.

Dr. Byrd closed the meeting and January 26, 2017, 10:00 AM — 12 Noon was set as the date and time for

the next meeting.



